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Genesis 10:1 — 11:32THE SCATTERING OF THE NATIONS

Humanity multiplies into nations, unites in rebellion, and is scattered — setting the stage for one chosen household.

MACRO POSITION

The hinge between primeval history (chs. 1–11) and patriarchal history (chs. 12–50). Genesis universalizes the
human problem before particularizing the solution through Abraham. Babel is the first counterfeit kingdom —
dominion without submission, name-making without worship.

COLOR-CODED OUTLINE BAR Read left to right as the section unfolds

Gen 10:1-5
Japheth’s Sons

SLATE

Gen 10:6-20
Ham’s Sons

SLATE

Gen 10:21-32
Shem’s Sons

SLATE

Gen 11:1-4
Babel Project

IRON

Gen 11:5-9
Divine Descent

NAVY

Gen 11:5-9
Confusion / Scatter

EMBER

Gen 11:10-26
Shem to Terah

SLATE

Gen 11:27-32
Terah toward Canaan

STONE

STRUCTURAL FLOW
How the section moves

1 Table of nations from Japheth, Ham, and Shem (10:1–32)

2 One language, one plain, one self-naming project (11:1–4)

3 Divine inspection and descent over the city (11:5)

4 Confusion of language and scattering of peoples (11:6–9)

5 Genealogy from Shem narrows toward Abram (11:10–26)

6 Terah’s migration toward Canaan halts at Haran (11:27–32)

THEMATIC SHIFTS
Where the text changes mode

Scattered  to  Clustered

Genesis 10 describes a divinely-spread humanity; Genesis 11 reverses the mandate by clustering.

“Let us make”  to  “Let us go down”

Human ambition to ascend is answered by divine descent to inspect.

Unified Tongue  to  Divided Languages

Pride at scale is dismantled by God’s gracious confusion.
Global Panorama  to  Single Household

The camera tightens from all nations down to one man, Abram.

LITERARY DIVISIONS

UNIT GENRE MARKER

10:1–32 Ethnographic genealogy Isles of the Gentiles divided
11:1–9 Judgment narrative Wordplay on Babel / balal
11:10–26 Toledot of Shem Ten generations to Abram
11:27–32 Family migration “These are the generations of Terah”
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DOCTRINE IN THE TEXT

God resists organized pride and disperses what refuses to
obey His mandate.

FAMILY PRINCIPLE

When extended kin become a power bloc detached from
God, they become Babel.

KINGDOM PRINCIPLE

Unity without submission is rebellion at
scale.

CULTURAL APPLICATION

Every era has its Babel — a project that
promises ascent without God.

PRAYER DECLARATION

“Lord, scatter every tower in me that
competes with Your name.”

REBUILDER’S CHARGE

Refuse to make a name; receive a name.

CHRISTWARD  TRAJECTORY

Pentecost (Acts 2) is the redemptive answer to Babel — one Spirit gathers what one language could not hold. The end of this section sets the stage for the call
of Abraham, God’s chosen instrument to bless the very nations now scattered.

LEGEND
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